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Marylyn Dintenfass

Iuring Ve srvrsd e couii s Wolvees
arlists made b crucial and diffieuls mave
Frosm Beotrwe L sEud i aivd TFoin ah 164 mste
prrssnal musle b nmeer pablie, universally
meeessible siyde. Crramist Masylyn
intenfass was among 1B, biil wken she
maved she bk with her 1he eierss
baggmpe of negative sescrialivens that have
sy |l Bumdessd beer mediiim. Thnking
positively, as s her wont, sl feind ways
&o Burm Ehe materal nevds ol e or fasnee
wraeir vl an advanlage by orgasaeing
fhie firsd cosperrative imdustrisl works e
for moamen in her Weste hestier town. Xl
Ter e basber of clay served 1o humaniee, sne
mikehd Fven say Peminian, e of heww ise
e rsonal, birgeseale arcbatectural
commissions hal bave oocupied hee im
rerent TeRm

Like many of ber women makng fher firsd
artwnrks, Dintenfass eelehrated her nealy
lils-rated Tissksine sexualdy in overly
wolujplimsiis Bl el [mages. Fover
referenees 1o (b Temsake body. [in by 1978
wnly Uhe sensiedis handling of U elay and
b s, e bot hilikie, Fookded imagery remamsed
tosprak as & whisger of Thiegs Tembnine,
as they i for canmgde, (n Audumn
Padedlr, For ber, as well s for & numbee of
ol her women ol this time, the Minimalis
gral with s gratle, soedlaig
repetitiveness gl B sense of progeess om
o sevurrre beeame The com posil syl
frarmat of ehose, and she ronlinies s
explepr its potential balay, Clay readdy
kerids jtself 0 he gerodue lsn of nearly
wlenineal shajeres, s oldesl finclion as

o pre r assaned by iks coasy oo plicakiliey.
Hhst i o elay's bk of alsalule
prediabiliiy That makes @s applicadion o
ke gred =0 valuatde, The ffects of chaer,
ke [kt b difTerenevs, the subith shifis
Teoin anie wmi bo the nest, are what bong
1 mighdity of the grid b life

Wihenn Dintenfass manipulates Ehe gril, @
erriris s maleahle s the malerial from
whih il Wi eenstrueted. Or maore,
perrhage, like fahire or gaper then high
firvd posrerladn. The saggiag folds and
rounae] correr e of lastdmils | 197HR
inslalled 82 Benlon & Bewles, Mew York,
foerm imerse curyilinear shagees (hat belie
ther rgslity off 1 srpafale sgianes
romprisiag s sENDee- URED Bl s
organs naturalness, whil- sddressing the
sl sl sl rerved desk Thal sccofigany
A, alsn melaxes e s2ifTewss of e
arrhaterturad st bing. Agnes Martin's grals
are pale pink aesd Blue Mickelle 22usrt’s

arv formed of “Motber's™ rartlh thal has
bewrs pubdeed lovingly anlo 1ksaf siiflace;
1"auls Tavine mewed bers in e canyis
b uinita; ared Blowasdena Pesdell covers
hers with a srewlall of confeililike pajs
dabs gl moguines, Marylyn Dhetesfase's
preds are me leas sy fermnised, desgote
Uherir meiuald proreelain: bardness,
Titenfass intuilively caploi®s clay™s
chamebennlike sdapesbility, She s il mel
fisr il frompe Dernl reproductive pelentml,
bt For s illusionisbe imialiveness,
profiting i ik way thin sheets of wet
prereelaii clay cum be Fandled hike clofh,
bt badl, Mokded draped, or like paper, the
reemgrt, unl Firreed edgves o leede Feasmbling
the elges of hadmade pager, The #ffed is
nedl dhelibrrate, bt Palher @ netursl
reetruite off her carlr invadvemend wiih
Phasiar irualeFails.

Bath of her majer coimimissiosssd
yrst bl e e — Vgl § K0S, e ni 1R
Wew Vork offices of Mads, Musdmes, Ine.
mred e The mes (1598617, im che THM
mlfres im Charkdle, North Carahing—seein
devepiively paperkble on firsl glanes. Calbie
Thirmea srrms bo e coinprised of slacks of
declle -erlgedd pageer, whule 1B mesdules in
Virgufa resemble slerts of (ha-k handmasb
papeer Trobded al rgrb mogrles ke cands,

WV bt Buer ierresd by e ramise mosclis | Wirgmla)
of seemingly strung in padlike bunches on
ceramie bubes, fhe prretnation of b
ahuipes augments A illusion of papsrlike
wilnerataliy

The tuibes and Fuls are U lindar clemenis
mher s sl Lo play againse 1he |aFger
planes and o oereale illusioss bl
manipulate one's precedion of 1he work
e this i= doee 1o sres Lhe work Lo ils
arcbhArriurnl seiling, and 1o mediate s
arvhfteriure and Ve progde inhabiling 8.
In Cular Themes, IGndenlass pickis i the
iwn main horreetsl divisions of 1l
lohhy"s ok walls in the bao dark mows oF
1uke=s byl oul merros the wintish vertical
hanids thaet comprise Ehe mann body of the
pbeee. The “letes™ unily Ehe work's three
ks seetioms, Phe upper, larger one
“simnging thees huge, chunky Srisgnalar
wedpes eroas the gap on the lefl, while
il bower, smadler sealed ome sl nags three
il -8 g el @eross the pap om the
Fght All 1l serves o paash 1be work
phsieally and payelslogically oul mmin the
wirwer's spaee whale linking i tightly te
Lhe mesin's design.

The neds in Firgmla Paesibon subile ged
differenily, eoseyiogs 1he dliseon of &
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